
  

  

 
COU21-0863 

Mr Volodymyr Zelensky 
President of Ukraine 
11 Bankova Str. 
Kyiv, 01220 
Ukraine 
 
Neuilly-sur-Seine, October 13, 2021 
 
By email and post: letter@apu.gov.ua  
 
 
Dear President, Dear Mr Zelensky, 
 
The importance of fixing collective management of music authors’ rights in Ukraine via the adoption of 
Bill N5572 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of CISAC, the International Confederation of Societies of Authors and 
Composers, to follow up on my letters of July 10, 2019, and June 11, 2020. The purpose of this letter is to 
seek your urgent intervention to support prompt adoption and implementation of Bill N5572 aimed at 
fixing grave deficiencies in the accreditation process of collective management organisations (“CMOs”) in 
Ukraine. 
 
CISAC is the voice of over 4 million creators from all artistic fields including music, drama, literature, audio-
visual, graphic and visual arts. These creators are affiliated to CISAC members, which are 232 authors’ 
societies (also referred to as Collective Management Organisations, or CMOs) from 121 countries. In 
Ukraine, our members are NGO UACRR (representing music and theatre creators) and CINEMA 
(representing audio-visual creators such as film directors and screenwriters). 
 
NGO UACRR is, without a doubt, the most representative music authors’ rights society in Ukraine. It 
represents over 500 regular members and over 4000 Ukrainian creators. It also concluded close to 100 
reciprocal representation agreements with sister societies all over the world, which means that NGO 
UACRR represents the world repertoire for the territory of Ukraine. We were surprised to learn that during 
its December 2020 meeting, the Accreditation Commission under the Ministry of Economy auspices 
decided to accredit two other CMOs, which are far less representative than NGO UACRR. This decision is in 
clear violation of the criteria set by the 2018 Collective Rights Management Law (“CRM Law”). Recently, the 
Ministry of Economy formally signed the Commission’s decisions, regrettably missing the opportunity to 
correct administratively this blatant violation of the CRM Law.  
 
To the best of our knowledge, NGO UACRR is currently appealing the orders of the Ministry of Economy but 
unfortunately, such a process may extend over a long period of time before it reaches conclusion. However, 
there is Bill N5572 at the Rada, which aims at efficiently and swiftly fixing the current unfair situation by: (1) 
invalidating the questionable accreditation procedure of December 2020 and organising a new one under 
transparent, fair and objective rules; and (2) allowing CMOs to license their repertoire based on their direct 
mandates from local creators and foreign societies, until the new accreditation process is finalised.  
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Contrary to the claims of some interested parties, Bill N5572 does not invalidate the whole accreditation 
process but only addresses two elements: public performance and broadcasting of musical works. It is our 
understanding that this interpretation of the Bill is also supported by documents adopted during the 
discussions at the profile Committee on Economic Development of the RADA, the committee that has 
approved the Bill. It follows that the Bill has no bearing or impact on other CMOs’ accreditation other than 
the ones decided during the above-mentioned December 2020 accreditation procedure.  
 
I would like to underline, again, the importance of facilitating a trustworthy, reliable and effective 
accreditation process for CMOs. Ukraine should select the most representative CMO in each respective 
field, as defined by the CRM Law. In this respect, the international representativeness of a CMO, based on 
the number of reciprocal agreements it has concluded with societies around the world, should serve as a 
key factor.  
 
It is regrettable that Ukrainian and international creators are deprived of significant remuneration because 
the organisation selected by them to represent and license their rights in Ukraine, namely NGO UACRR, is 
prevented from performing its duty due to administrative decisions that are in clear violation of the CRM 
law. It is for this reason that we seek your intervention in ensuring that the relevant authorities adopt Bill 
N5572 without further delay.   
 
As always, I remain at your disposal for any additional clarifications or information you may need.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gadi Oron 
Director General 
 
 
 
cc: Mr Ruslan Stefanchuk, Chairman of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine 

Mr Denys Shmyhal, Prime Minister of Ukraine    
Mr Matti Maasikas EU Ambassador, Head of EU Delegation to Ukraine  
Ms Kristina A. Kvien, Chargé d’Affaires, US Embassy in Ukraine 
Mr Gernot Graninger, Chair of the CISAC European Committee 
Mr Mitko Chatalbashev, CISAC Director for Europe 
Mr Valerii Kharchyshyn, Director General, NGO UACRR 

 


